Emes: When is it OK to Lie?

1 PR ARY 727n:  Distance yourself from falsehood. (Shemos 23:7)

2. Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzvah 74
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The root of this mitzvah is well known: falsehood is abominable and corrupt in
the eyes of all. There is nothing more abhorrent than it. Desolation and curse [is
tound] in the home of those who love falsehood ... For this reason the Torah
cautions us to distance ourselves exceedingly from falsehood, as it is written:
“Distance yourself from falsehood” (Shemot 23:7). In stating the mitzvah, the
Torah uses the word “distance” [as a verb], which it does not do regarding any
other mitzvah, to [indicate]| the disgusting nature [of falsehood].

3. Shabbos 104a
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Why are the letters of Sheker close together, whilst those of ‘Emeth are far apart? Falsehood is
frequent, truth is rare. And why does falsehood [stand] on one foot, whilst truth has a brick-like
foundation? Truth can stand, and falsehood cannot stand.
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4. 9 Categories of Sheker — Rabbeinu Yonah, Sharei Teshuva 3:178

1. A falsehood that causes a direct loss to others

2. A falsehood that causes an indirect loss to others
3. A falsehood that causes a loss of expected profit
4. A deliberate inconsequential falsehood

5. Offering a favor with no intent to fulfill it

6. Backing out of a promise to do a favor

7. Pretending to do a favor

8. Accepting praise for qualities one does not have

9. Convenient inconsequential falsehood

4. Bava Metziah 49a

Gy o grma R N 1Y WO Y 137 BN SN 93 2 137
n T RED DY BN W MnD MY XO% Newd S0 13 b

APANT ININ NN 1Y DITINGS D TIY 933 TSN
Rashi ibid

P HEpr 13 b S coonh
P> b B Ho7 Hopp h
00 0p B KOR owd 7
pongh Smbp 13 md owm
e 6 Danb b oy
90 PHE MUYV manma pany
35pn7 Y7 HOPPT OIEN MY
» -nmi W Wb W oevrh
fonp 67 mbp '1:11:: ﬁanm
DD DY

Amann N J‘I)Jj‘l S y U'L‘I‘T)‘I?? ob TIoY ‘:u_ ‘T)D‘)J'I



5. Chullin 94a
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6. Kesubos 17a
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The Rabbis taught in a Baraita: “How do we dance before the bride? [How do we
praise the bride to the groom?].

Beit Shammai says, “[We praise and describe] the bride as she is.” But Beit Hillel
says, “[In all cases we give praise and say| that the bride is pleasant and kind.”

Beit Shammai said to Beit Hillel, “Now, if she were lame or blind do we say about
her that she is a beautiful and charming bride? But the Torah has said: ‘Distance
yourself from falsehood!””

Beit Hillel said to Beit Shammai, “According to your view, if someone made a bad
purchase in the market [and he asked your opinion on the purchase, and he had
no way of returning the item] should one praise it in the purchaser’s eyes or
denigrate it? Of course you would say that one should praise it in his eyes. [We
should therefore praise even a homely bride].”

8. Bereishis 18
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9. Yevamos 65a

10 And He said: 'l will certainly return unto thee when the
season cometh round; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a
son." And Sarah heard in the tent door, which was behind
him.--

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken in
age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of
women.--

12 And Sarah laughed within herself, saying: 'After | am
waxed old shall | have pleasure, my lord being old also?'

13 And the LORD said unto Abraham: 'Wherefore did Sarah
laugh, saying: Shall I of a surety bear a child, who am old?

14 Is any thing too hard for the LORD. At the set time | will
return unto thee, when the season cometh round, and Sarah
shall have a son.'

15 Then Sarah denied, saying: 'l laughed not'’; for she was
afraid. And He said: 'Nay; but thou didst laugh.’
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10. Bava Metzia 23a
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Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel, “In only these three matters is it the
practice of the Rabbis to deviate in their speech [from the truth: in regard to
knowledge of] a tractate, [matters of]| the bed, and hospitality.”




11. Nedarim 27a

One may declare a vow to
murderers and to plunderers and to
[self-appointed] tax collectors, [to
support his claim]| that it [the
produce they seek to seize from
him] is zerumah [and hence
forbidden to a non-Kohen], even
though [in truth] it is not zerumab,
[or] that [the properties they seek
to seize| belong to the king, even
though they do not [in fact] belong
to the king.
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