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Shmuz #18 The difference between Emunah and Bitachon
When HASHEM sent Moshe Rabbenu to save the Jewish nation, initially his efforts were
frustrated. Not only didn’t Pharaoh let the Jewish people go, but he hardened the work load.
When Moshe realized that his efforts, instead of bringing comfort to the Jewish people brought
them pain, turned to HASHEM, and exclaimed:
IRNRW N7 Tn? 030 Yy an'vag nn? Why have you done bad to this people, why have you sent
me.
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Rashi quotes the Gemerah in Sanhedrin: that
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For this matter Moshe Rabbenu was punished, because he said /7177 0Y? 77 ‘Y737 7797 was
from the time that I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name.... (HASHEM said): “Itis | Mos
a shame that which is lost and can’t be found”, Many times I appeared in front of he
Avrohom and Yitzchak and they didn’t question me (yet, you question me). I said to Rab
Avrohom go walk in the land to its length and breadth, for I will give it to you. Then ben
when he had to bury Sorah he had to pay 400 Shekel, yet he didn’t question me. (Yet, u.
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is called by the Achronim “The chosen of the human race”. While the Avos saw HASHEM
through a looking glass that was blurred, Moshe Rabbenu saw HASHEM with complete clarity.
Yet HASHEM is saying, 1°manwn 821 P7aRT 29 220 “It is a shame that which is lost and can’t
be found” — As if to say, “They don’t make them like they used to”. This seems to indicate
that the Avos were on a higher level than Moshe Rabbenu, yet we know this is not so. How can
we reconcile these two concepts?

Answer:
There is a fundamental difference between Emunah and Bitachon.

The definition of Emunah is:
Knowing that HASHEM created, maintains, and runs the world
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The Definition of Bitachon is:

Trusting in HASHEM, relying on HASHEM, understanding that HASHEM has my best
interests in mind, and knows better than I what is truly for my good

7 P79 - PINLAT WY - Y277 WWH - M35 N2 9D.

T3 RY 03 ,¥7°1,7720°,0°7782 W1 02aNY L0071 RII27 17 13 WK ,INAT M2°002 02 W1 DR 7w,
LNPANRD 210 017 K27 222 A1 222 1PIVD 11010 RITW LR NV QTPW 3 ROR 20 10

Emunah is based on Madregah. The higher a person’s Madregah, the more clearly they see
HASHEM’s involvement in the world. While there was no question that Moshe Rabbenu was
on a higher level, and therefore he had a higher level of Emunah, Bitachon is more like a
middah. It is a learnt attitude of trusting, rely on, judging favorably. This is something that the
Avos had developed to a greater degree.

o Rashim of old had Emunah but no Bitachon pharaoh drowned the
Jewish babies, because HASHEM pays back Middah for Middah, and HASHEM promised
that he wouldn’t bring a Mabul again.

Four levels to (Practical) Emunah:
1. HASHEM created the word

2. HASHEM is involved in big picture issues (famine, war, life and death issues)
3. HASHEM knows my thoughts (Transparent man)
4. HASHEM is involved in the running of my life

By nature we trust
We trust in our jobs, the economy, that bad things won’t happen to me...

One who doesn’t trust in HASHEM must trust in other things, otherwise he would

be paranoid.

Bitachon is training myself to stop trusting in thing that aren’t worthy of my trust,

and learning to trust only in HASHEM who is worthy of trust.



